Rajendra
Rajendra was born in Leicester, UK and talks Gujerati (an Indian language) at home and in the playground. However, he is showing difficulty in learning English literacy skills compared to his Gujerati speaking peers. An assessment suggested that he had a difficulty with phonological awareness, i.e. he did poorly in rhyming and alliteration tasks.
Jose

Jose moved from Mexico to the UK at the age of 9 and has been living in the UK for some two years. He showed no literacy difficulties in Spanish, his mother language, but compared to others in a similar situation, he was struggling with English literacy. In particular, Jose was using letter-sound conversion rules based on those learnt in Spanish. Given the relatively regular form of the Spanish orthography, these rules supported learning of Spanish literacy but were failing him in English. 

Sai

Sai, now aged 15, was born in Hong Kong and speaks Chinese (Cantonese) as his first language. He came to England aged 11. He had full English Language support but his spelling and reading failed to improve sufficiently to ensure academic progress and his reading and writing did not appear to be advancing as quickly as other first language Chinese speakers. The concern was that he may be dyslexic.
Excerpts taken from Manchester Metropolitan University


